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Part of my journey in understanding conflict has been to 
document its effects through photography. These photos 
only tell part of the story—when I look at them, I fill in 
the blanks in my mind, recalling the sights just outside of 
view, the smells, the sounds, the emotions and the many 
conversations. This book has children working in diamond 
mines; kids picking through garbage for a meal; children 
carrying loads most adults could not carry; young women 
who have turned to prostitution for survival; victims of 
modern day slavery; individuals displaced by militia groups; 
families rationing food assistance; children who cannot 
attend school because of violence. Conflict magnifies and 
perpetuates every difficulty a person can experience.

The first time I had any experience with a military conflict 
was when I was 14 years old. I traveled to Czechoslovakia 
in 1969 (page 70), about nine months after the Soviet 
Union invaded and occupied the country. Back then I was 
aware only of the inconveniences of conflict; I would not 
comprehend the human tragedy until much later in life. 

Nearly 30 years later, in early 1997, I went to Bosnia, as 
the conflict was ending. I met people who lost loved ones, 
people who lost arms and legs to landmines, and people 
who lost their homes and all of their possessions. It made a 
lasting impression. 

Our Foundation has worked in a number of countries 
experiencing conflict or emerging from conflict: Afghanistan, 
Bosnia, Burundi, Central African Republic, Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Georgia, Iraq, Ivory Coast, Liberia, Sierra 
Leone, South Sudan and Sudan. These countries and their 
neighbors often grapple with large populations of internally 
displaced people, refugees and high rates of extreme poverty. I 
consider Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador and Mexico to be 
countries in conflict due to the presence of organized criminal 
elements that control large parts of these countries—gangs in 
Central America and drug cartels in Mexico. Many people in 
these countries experience violence and live in fear. The most 
difficult places are those where conflict is so persistent that it 
is considered the norm. 

I have learned, and in some cases witnessed, how inhumane 
people can be to one another. Actions that are unimaginable. 
And yet for millions of people, fear of the unimaginable is 
something they live with every day of their lives. 

FOREWORD
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The photograph on the adjoining page is the only image I 
have included in this book that is not mine. It was taken 
by Anja Niedringhaus, a friend who was shot and killed in 
Afghanistan while on assignment to cover the presidential 
elections for the Associated Press. She provided it to me 
years ago to include in my book Fragile: The Human 
Condition. I am including it here as a tribute to Anja and 
to all of the journalists who take risks every day to capture 
images and record events that should demand the world’s 
attention. 

Many places in the world are difficult, and this book 
reflects reality. The World Bank estimates there are two 
billion people in the world whose lives are affected by 
conflict and violence. We cannot ignore them; we must 
be committed to improving the human condition for 
everyone. Bearing witness is an important first step.

 
 
There is also hope captured in these images: in the smiles of 
the children in refugee camps or at food distributions. They 
prove to me time and again the strength and resilience of 
the human spirit. 

“I CAN’T CHANGE EVERYTHING. I 
CAN’T SOLVE EVERY PROBLEM, 
BUT I’VE GOT DO TO AS MUCH AS 
I CAN IN THE TIME FRAME THAT I 
HAVE TO DO IT.”



P
ho

to
: A

nj
a 

N
ie

dr
in

gh
au

s

5

BOSNIA



6

AFGHANISTAN



7

AFGHANISTAN



8

AFGHANISTAN



9

AFGHANISTAN



10

AFGHANISTAN



11

AFGHANISTAN



12

AFGHANISTAN



13

AFGHANISTAN



14

AFGHANISTAN



15

AFGHANISTAN



16

ALGERIA



17

ANGOLA



18

ANGOLA



19

ANGOLA



20

ANGOLA



21

ANGOLA



22

ARMENIA



23

ARMENIA



24

ARMENIA



25

ARMENIA



26

BANGLADESH



27

BANGLADESH



28

BANGLADESH



29

BANGLADESH



30

BANGLADESH



31

BANGLADESH



32

BANGLADESH



33

BANGLADESH



34

BELARUS



35

BELARUS



36

BELIZE



37

BELIZE



38

BOLIVIA



39

BOSNIA



40

BOSNIA



41

BOSNIA



42

BOSNIA



43

BOSNIA



44

BOTSWANA



45

BRAZIL



46

BURUNDI



47

BURUNDI



48

CAMEROON



49

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC



50

CENTRAL AFRICAN 
REPUBLIC



51

CENTRAL AFRICAN
REPUBLIC



52

CENTRAL AFRICAN
REPUBLIC



53

CHAD



54

CHAD



55

CHAD



56

CHAD



57

CHAD



58

CHAD



59

CHAD



60

CHAD



61

CHAD



62

CHINA



63

CHINA



64

CHINA



65

CHINA



66

COLOMBIA



67

COLOMBIA



68

COLOMBIA



69

CUBA



70

CZECH REPUBLIC



71

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
OF CONGO



72

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO



73

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO



74

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
OF CONG0



75

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO



76

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
OF CONGO



77

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO



78

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
OF CONGO



79

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
OF CONGO



80

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
OF CONGO



81

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
OF CONGO



82

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO



83

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC
OF CONGO



84

DJIBOUTI



85

ECUADOR



86

EGYPT



87

EGYPT



88

EL SALVADOR



89

EL SALVADOR



90

EL SALVADOR



91

EL SALVADOR



92

EL SALVADOR



93

EL SALVADOR



94

EQUATORIAL GUINEA



95

EQUATORIAL GUINEA



96

ERITREA



97

ERITREA



98

ETHIOPIA



99

ETHIOPIA



100

ETHIOPIA



101

ETHIOPIA



102

ETHIOPIA



103

ETHIOPIA



104

ETHIOPIA



105

ETHIOPIA



106

ETHIOPIA



107

ETHIOPIA



108

ETHIOPIA



109

ETHIOPIA



110

GABON



111

GABON



112

GEORGIA



113

GEORGIA



114

GHANA



115

GHANA



116

GHANA



117

GHANA



118

GUATEMALA



119

GUATEMALA



120

GUATEMALA



121

HAITI



122

HONDURAS



123

HONDURAS



124

HUNGARY



125

HUNGARY



126

INDIA



127

INDIA



128

INDIA



129

INDIA



130

INDIA



131

INDIA



132

INDIA



133

INDIA



134

INDIA



135

INDIA



136

INDIA



137

INDIA



138

INDIA



139

INDIA



140

IRAN



141

IRAQ



142

ISRAEL



143

ISRAEL



144

ITALY



145

ITALY



146

IVORY COAST



147

IVORY COAST



148

KENYA



149

KENYA



150

KENYA



151

KENYA



152

KENYA



153

KENYA



154

KYRGYZSTAN



155

KYRGYZSTAN



156

LESOTHO



157

LESOTHO



158

LIBERIA



159

LIBERIA



160

LIBYA



161

LIBYA



162

MADAGASCAR



163

MADAGASCAR



164

MADAGASCAR



165

MADAGASCAR



166

MALAWI



167

MALAWI



168

MALAYSIA



169

MALAYSIA



170

MALI



171

MALI



172

MALI



173

MALI



174

MAURITANIA



175

MAURITANIA



176

MEXICO



177

MEXICO



178

MEXICO



179

MEXICO



180

MEXICO



181

MEXICO



182

MOZAMBIQUE



183

MOZAMBIQUE



184

NAMIBIA



185

NAMIBIA



186

NAMIBIA



187

NAMIBIA



188

NEPAL



189

NEPAL



190

NICARAGUA



191

NICARAGUA



192

NIGER



193

NIGER



194

NIGER



195

NIGERIA



196

NORTH KOREA



197

PAKISTAN



198

PAKISTAN



199

PAKISTAN



200

PAKISTAN



201

PAKISTAN



202

PAKISTAN



203

PAKISTAN



204

PAKISTAN



205

PAKISTAN



206

PAPUA NEW GUINEA



207

PAPUA NEW GUINEA



208

PARAGUAY



209

PARAGUAY



210

PARAGUAY



211

PERU



212

ROMANIA



213

ROMANIA



214

RWANDA



215

RWANDA



216

SENEGAL



217

SENEGAL



218

SENEGAL



219

SENEGAL



220

SIERRA LEONE



221

SIERRA LEONE



222

SIERRA LEONE



223

SIERRA LEONE



224

SIERRA LEONE



225

SIERRA LEONE



226

SIERRA LEONE



227

SIERRA LEONE



228

SOUTH AFRICA



229

SOUTH AFRICA



230

SOMALIA



231

SOUTH SUDAN



232

SOUTH SUDAN



233

SOUTH SUDAN



234

SOUTH SUDAN



235

SOUTH SUDAN



236

SOUTH SUDAN



237

SOUTH SUDAN



238

SUDAN



239

SUDAN



240

SWAZILAND



241

SWAZILAND



242

SYRIA



243

TAJIKISTAN



244

TANZANIA



245

TANZANIA



246

THE GAMBIA



247

THE GAMBIA



248

TOGO



249

TOGO



250

TUNISIA



251

TURKEY



252

UGANDA



253

UGANDA



254

UGANDA



255

UGANDA



256

UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA



257

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA



258

UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA



259

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA



260

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA



261

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA



262

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA



263

UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA



264

VIETNAM



265

VIETNAM



266

YEMEN



267

YEMEN



268

ZAMBIA



269

ZAMBIA



P
ho

to
: S

ha
nn

on
 S

ed
gw

ic
k 

D
av

is

270

SOMALIA



P
ho

to
: J

ea
nn

ie
 O

’D
on

ne
ll

SIERRA LEONE 271

I have traveled to many conflict and post-conflict areas. 
The greatest devastation is not the physical destruction of 
buildings and homes, it is the emotional toll on the people 
left behind and the fear they feel regarding what comes next.

In post-conflict Sierra Leone, I have interviewed young men 
and women mining for diamonds, living on the hope of 
finding one stone that could change their lives. It is a false 
hope. It is rare to find much of anything and what they do 
recover is filtered through buyers and middlemen who pay 
them little.

Yet, many people live on this false hope without ever having 
an opportunity to escape the circumstances that keep them 
poor. 

Few people are aware that the average refugee camp is 
operational for 17 years. Camps for refugees and internally 
displaced persons (IDPs) are a complete disruption to 
normal life. The challenges in these camps are enormous: 
inadequate food and water; minimal or no health care; 
no formal education for children; and no opportunity to 
work. These conditions can persist for months and years, 
undermining the futures of an entire generation. Refugee and 
IDP camps are meant to be temporary solutions to crises 
but there is a single factor that makes a temporary solution 
a near permanent reality in certain parts of the world: the 
absence of rule of law.

The enduring presence of refugees and IDPs are the most 
visible examples of a lack of rule of law. However, sexual 
abuse, domestic violence, daily criminal activity and 
corrupt and failing justice systems are what keep people 
poor. The United Nations has noted that most poor people 
live outside the protection of the law. In most communities, 
poor people do not benefit from law enforcement and in 
most of the countries represented in this book, rich people 
simply buy protection through private security while 
everyone else continues to suffer. 

Today, despite a half-century of global anti-poverty 
programs, there are more people enslaved than at any other 
time in human history. It is estimated that 35 million 
people, or the population equivalent of Canada, live in 
slavery. This can only occur when you are subjected to 
corrupt and failing justice systems.

IMAGES CAN HELP TELL 
POWERFUL STORIES, 
BUT THEY DO NOT SOLVE 
PROBLEMS.
By Howard G. Buffett 
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I have been held at gun point in Central African Republic 
and Ethiopia, arrested in Bosnia, and detained for several 
days in Congo. There was no due process, no “one phone 
call” or 911 number to call. These incidents were a result 
of drunken military personnel, unchecked police officers 
abusing their powers and corrupt institutions.

Having these kinds of experiences is illuminating, but then 
again, I got to return home in each case. Imagine living in 
this type of environment every day of your life. Most of us 
cannot. 

I remember visiting a woman in Sierra Leone; she described 
how she fled her village with her children when the 
Revolutionary United Front (RUF) started shooting people. 
They survived for weeks in the forest, eating bark and leaves 
to try and fill their empty stomachs; not everyone survived.

I once got up the courage to ask a mother in Zambia if she 
had lost any children to hunger. She said yes and painfully 
explained that she had faced the choice of which child to 
feed, based on who was more likely to survive. I remember 
holding the hand of a mother in a small rural hospital in 
northern Ghana as she watched her daughter’s life slipping 
away from malnutrition and malaria. I couldn’t speak her 
language, but it didn’t matter. This child would have lived 
if she had access to the basic healthcare most of us take for 
granted in the Western world.

Years ago, I visited a small farming village in southern Sudan. 
I asked the elders to tell me about the greatest challenge they 
faced. I expected them to talk about farming and their need 
for better seeds or more fertilizer. Instead, they answered in 
unison: “the LRA” (Lord’s Resistance Army). At the time, I 
had never heard of the LRA or Joseph Kony.
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As I sat on an old tree stump, these men described how 
the LRA would move through their village, steal their 
crops, burn their homes, rape the women and kidnap 
their children. I remember my first reaction was to wonder 
how this kind of violence and lawlessness could continue 
unchecked; then I realized there were no police, no military, 
no functioning justice system to help—no rule of law. These 
people were on their own. 

Almost 15 years later, I had an opportunity to involve our 
foundation in a humanitarian effort to rescue victims of the 
LRA. This experience taught me two things: how little I knew 
about what goes on in distant places in the world, and that 
15 years after I first heard of the LRA, they were continuing 
to terrorize people—meaning nothing had changed. The 
amount of people still living in slavery, fear, persecution, and 
violence is enormous and should be unacceptable to all us 
given the modern era that we live in today.

In the photo on page 270 I am with a group of Ugandan 
soldiers who are part of a peacekeeping mission in Somalia. 
When we arrived in Mogadishu, we were told that because 
of bomb attacks the previous day, our travel was restricted. 
We moved in Mine-Resistant Ambush Protected (MRAP) 
vehicles, wore armored vests, and the area we could travel 
through was very limited. We visited a bombed-out building 
that was being used as a staging area by the soldiers. The 
dozens of weapons, ammunition, and communications 
devices laying on the ground were the result of a successful 
raid on insurgents the day before. When we returned to the 
base, one of the guys asked if we wanted to stay the night. 
I looked at the shipping containers covered with sand bags 
and politely declined. I had the choice to leave; none of the 
Somalians I photographed that day had that choice. 

Most people reading this live in an environment governed 
by functioning rule of law. We make many assumptions 
every day because we know help is a phone call away. We 
have someone to call for safety or medical reasons and we 
trust that we will quickly get the help we need. Almost no 
one shown in these pages can call anyone, for anything. 

Images can help tell powerful stories, but they do not solve 
problems. They are a message, not a solution. I hope this 
message is one you cannot ignore and you are moved to 
action. It doesn’t matter how small or how large your action, 
what matters is that you care enough to pay attention and 
demand change. 




